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NATIONAL POISON 
PREVENTION WEEK
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Poison Prevention Week, held during the third week of March, 
reminds us that some of the deadliest and most dangerous items 
in our homes are hiding in plain sight. More than 2 million 
poisonings are reported each year to the nation’s poison control 
centers. According to the American Association of Poison Control 
Centers, 93 percent of poisonings happen at home, and 45 percent of poisonings involve 
children under the age of 6.

National Poison Prevention Week was established by the U.S. Congress in 1961 to focus 
national attention on the dangers of poisonings and how to prevent them. Just take a peek 
under your kitchen sink or in your laundry room. Don’t forget to have a look inside your 
medicine cabinet. Household cleaning agents, prescription medications, pesticides, and 
other everyday items can pose serious hazards to the health and wellbeing of our families 
and even our pets. There are a whole host of items that we may overlook which can also 
be dangerous, such as art supplies, plants, and food.

Follow these tips to keep your family safe:

• Keep original labels on all products. These labels will contain what to do if misused 
and can help emergency services better serve you in case of emergency.

• Wear proper protective gear when using chemicals and cleaners. Gloves, eye 
protection and masks can save a life.

• Store chemicals and cleaners out of reach of small children. Keep containers 
closed tight.

To learn more about ways to keep people of all ages safe and help prevent poisonings, 
visit the Poison Help website at www.PoisonHelp.hrsa.gov (or to view materials in 
Spanish).

In case of a poison emergency, contact your local poison control center at 
1-800-222-1222.

http://www.atspa.org
http://www.PoisonHelp.hrsa.gov


BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS MONTH
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For more than three decades, the Brain Injury Association of America (BIAA) has proudly led the nation in observing Brain Injury Aware-
ness Month by conducting an engaging public awareness campaign in March of each year.

The theme for the 2018 to 2020 campaign is Change Your Mind.

The #ChangeYourMind public awareness campaign provides a platform for educating the general public about the incidence of brain 
injury and the needs of people with brain injuries and their families. 

Individuals to help raise awareness with the #ChangeYourMind campaign are essential to:

• De-stigmatizing brain injury through outreach within the brain injury community
• Empowering those who have survived brain injury and their caregivers
• Promoting the many types of support that are available to people living with brain injury

From 2006 to 2014, the number of traumatic brain injury (TBI) related 
emergency department visits, hospitalizations, and deaths increased by 
53%. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a TBI 
is caused by a bump, blow, or jolt to the head that disrupts the normal 
function of the brain. Not all blows or jolts to the head result in a TBI. The 
severity of a TBI may range from “mild” (i.e., a brief change in mental status 
or consciousness) to “severe” (i.e., an extended period of unconsciousness 
or memory loss after the injury).  Most TBIs that occur each year are mild, 
commonly called concussions. 

Mild traumatic brain injury may affect your brain cells temporarily. More serious traumatic brain injury can result in bruising, torn tissues, 
bleeding and other physical damage to the brain. These injuries can result in long-term complications or death.

For more information on brain injury and Brain Injury Awareness Month, please visit the BIAA website.

PATIENT SAFETY AWARENESS WEEK
Patient Safety Awareness Week, March 8-14, is an annual recognition event intended to encourage everyone to learn more about health 
care safety. The goal of the initiative is to advance important discussions locally and globally, and inspire action to improve the safety of 
the health care system — for patients and the workforce. Patient Safety Awareness Week serves as a dedicated time and platform for 
growing awareness about patient safety and recognizing the work already being done.

Although there has been real progress made in patient safety over the past two decades, current estimates cite medical harm as a 
leading cause of death worldwide.

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 134 million adverse events occur each year due to unsafe care in hospitals in low- 
and middle-income countries, resulting in some 2.6 million deaths. Additionally, some 40 percent of patients experience harm in ambula-
tory and primary care settings with an estimated 80 percent of these harms being preventable, according to WHO.

Some studies suggest that as many as 400,000 deaths occur in 
the United States each year as a result of errors or preventable 
harm. Not every case of harm results in death, yet they can cause 
long-term impact on the patient’s physical health, emotional 
health, financial well-being, or family relationships.

Preventing harm in health care settings is a public health con-
cern. Everyone interacts with the health care system at some 
point in life. And everyone has a role to play in advancing safe 
health care.

For more information on Patient Safety Awareness Week, please 
visit the American Society for Health Care Risk Management.
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https://www.biausa.org/
https://www.ashrm.org/resources/patient-safety-week


MARCH 2020 
OBSERVANCES

Monthly Observances: 

National Brain Injury Month

National Patient Safety Month

Weekly or Daily 
Observances: 

 - March 8-14: Patient Safety  
           Awareness Week

 - March 15-21: National  
           Poison Prevention Week

 - March 17: St. Patrick’s Day

 - March 30 - April 5: National           
      Drug & Alcohol Facts Week

ST. PATRICK’S DAY IMPAIRED DRIVING
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Although St. Patrick’s Day began as a feast day to celebrate the patron saint of Ireland, it has become 
the fourth most popular day of the year for drinking in America. In 2018 alone, 73 people were killed 
in impaired driving crashes over the St. Patrick’s Day holiday period (6 p.m. March 16 to 5:59 a.m. 
March 18).

Drinking and driving should never be combined. It’s essential to plan a sober ride in advance if the 
holiday celebration will include alcohol. The alternative could change your life, not to mention the lives 
of your passengers, of pedestrians, or of other drivers and passengers nearby.

On average, a DUI could set you back $10,000 in attorney fees, fines, court costs, lost time at work, 
higher insurance rates, car towing, and more.The financial impact from impaired-driving crashes is 
devastating. 

Party with a Plan
• Plan ahead. If you plan to drink, plan for a sober driver 

to take you home. Is it your turn to be the designated 
driver? Take that role seriously — your friends are 
relying on you.

• Remember that it is never okay to drink and drive. 
Even if you’ve had only one alcoholic beverage, desig-
nate a sober driver or plan to use public transportation 
or a ride service to get home safely. 

• If you see a drunk driver on the road, contact Local 
Law Enforcement.

• Have a friend who is about to drink and drive? Take 
the keys away and make arrangements to get your 
friend home safely.

For more information on impaired driving, please visit the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation’s website.

ATSPA 2020 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SURVEY
It’s time for the 2020 Annual ATSPA Member Survey and the first ever EMS Member Survey! This is an opportunity for you and your 
coworkers to shape your member benefits and the initiatives that we focus on moving forward. 

It is ATSPA’s goal to provide the most valuable services for our members. In order to provide you with the programs and materials you 
need, please take a few minutes to complete the appropriate survey. Both links can be shared with any coworkers who may also utilize 
your membership benefits. Each person to complete a survey will be entered to win a $25 Visa gift card.

2020 Annual ATSPA Member Survey is for institutional and individual members only. To access the survey click here.

The EMS Member Survey is for EMS members only. To access this survey click here.

We look forward to receiving your responses and learning how we can continue to work together to reduce trauma throughout the 
Commonwealth!

ATS TRAUMA SURVIVORS NETWORK REACHES 100
It is with great pleasure that the American Trauma Society (ATS) announced the Trauma Survivors Network (TSN) is now active in over 
100 sites across the US and Canada! On behalf of ATSPA, we’d 
like to congratulate ATS and the TSN coordinators, support 
staff, survivors and family members who have made this 
incredible milestone possible. We are proud to say 
Pennsylvania holds 15 of the first 100 TSN sites! 

For more information on the TSN, please visit the American 
Trauma Society’s website at amtrauma.org.

Don’t forget:
Registration for the 2020 

ATSPA Conference will Close 
March 2. 

*Prices will increase after this 
date. Photo from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

https://www.penndot.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://atspa.wufoo.com/forms/zb0n98z1h2yxg6/
https://atspa.wufoo.com/forms/khzolp41jgvu5m/
https://www.amtrauma.org/default.aspx
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Stay connected with us: 

- February 3: Conducted Central Penn AAA Safe Driving Tips & Traffic Law Refresher course, in Harrisburg.

- February 4-5 & 10-11: Assisted teaching at child passenger safety (CPS) certification course, in Lancaster.

- February 6:  Attended PennDOT Agressive Driving Enforcement and Education Meeting, in Harrisburg.

- February 11: Guest speaker at a high school drivers education program, in Camp Hill.

- February 13: Attended Mental Behavioral Health Fair to discuss concussions, in Chambersburg.

- February 19: Guest speaker at a high school drivers education program, in Millersburg.

- February 21: Attended PennDOT Motorcycle Safety Program Committee meeting, in Harrisburg.

- February 25: Conducted Central Penn AAA Safe Driving Tips & Traffic Law Refresher course, in Camp Hill.

- February 27: Attended the Center for Traffic Safety’s annual Driver Education Teacher Seminar, in York.

A T S P A  F E B R U A R Y  U P D A T E S

ATSPA and SCPAHS Staff
Krista Brands, ATSPA Chief Executive Office

Allyson Fulton, ATSPA Assistant Director
Kim Nunemaker, ATSPA Educational Program and Event 

Coordinator
Sadie Carns, ATSPA  Communications Coordinator

Matt Frampton, SCPAHS Coordinator
Chris Bendl, SCPAHS Assistant Coordinator
Karen Rowe, SCPAHS Program Specialist

BE STRONG. BE BALANCED. BE SAFE.
ATSPA is happy to announce that we are offering a new 
fall prevention initiative for institutional members who 
have 2019 statistics showing hospital staff treated older 
individuals who have sustained a fall. The falls prevention 
bags offered for this initiative can be requested by 
completing a pre-survey to determine eligibility. 
Institutional members are encouraged to visit the
 “Member Only” tab of our website to learn more.

https://www.atspa.org/fall-prevention

