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NATIONAL BURN 
AWARENESS WEEK
The first week of February is National Burn Awareness Week, 
Feb. 2-9. Hosted by the American Burn Association (ABA), this 
observance places an emphasis on different mechanisms of burns. 
The 2020 theme is “contact burns.”
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According to the National Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS), roughly 70,000 
people went to the hospital emergency department because of contact burns in 2018. 
About one-third of these patients were children under the age of five.

Below are a few mechanisms of burn and suggestions on how to make your home 
burn-free.

Stovetop Burns

• Have potholders available whenever 
cooking.

• Never hold young children while cooking. 

• Talk with children about what is hot and 
why not to touch it.

• Use the back burners of the stove and 
point handles to pots and pans away from 
the edge of the stove. Young children and 
pets are curious and may use the edge of 
the stove or the handle of cookware to get 
closer to the stove.

Scald Burns

• Use the anti-scald technology on water 
heaters to set the maximum temperature to            
120 degrees Fahrenheit.

• Test the temperature of bath water and 
bottles on the inside of your wrist.

Other Contact Burns

• Turn off heated blankets and heating pads 
before going to sleep.

• Keep candles away from anything that can 
burn and remember to blow them out before 
leaving the room or going to sleep. 

• Unplug and safely store irons, flat irons 
and other appliances. 

For more information on National Burn Awareness Week, please visit www.ameriburn.org.

http://www.atspa.org
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Thursday, April 2
Boston Marathon Bombing – Perspective from the Finish Line  
David Hirsch, MD, MPH, FACEP, FAEMS – Emergency/EMS Physician, Littleton Regional Healthcare
Dr. Hirsch will provide a first-hand account of the Boston Marathon Bombing from his viewpoint as an operational EMS Physician who 
was working at the finish line of the marathon during the bombing. An overview of the EMS and trauma systems in Boston will be 
provided, as well as how these resources were mobilized during the event. Dr. Hirsch will discuss the strengths of the response, as well 
as address opportunities for improvement. The principles of damage control resuscitation will be outlined, with an emphasis on how 
EMS and trauma care has developed over the past several years. Finally, lessons learned will be highlighted for integration into 
attendee’s own local systems.
 

Nurse-Physician Communication in Patient and Professional Outcomes
Andrew Bernard, MD – Professor of Surgery, University of Kentucky
No model of care is more iconic than a nurse and physician communicating in order to achieve a patient care goal. But nurse-physician 
connections are challenged, especially in a busy healthcare environment. Effective communication can make care better for patients and 
the professional experience better for providers. Challenges and strategies around nurse-physician communication will be discussed.

Geriatric Standards Update 2020       
Robert Barraco, MD, MPH, FACS, FCCP – Chief Academic Officer, Lehigh Valley Health Network
The geriatric population is growing and so are the numbers of injured elderly. In this session, we will briefly review the relevant changes 
in that population that influence our care. Existing standards and guidelines for geriatric trauma care will be discussed. Finally, the new 
Geriatric Surgery Verification program of the American College of Surgeons will be reviewed with attention to effects on the care of our 
acute care surgery patients.

Guidelines for Preventing Workplace Violence for Healthcare and Social Service Workers
Dale Glacken, CSP - Compliance Assistance Specialist (CAS), US Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, Harrisburg Area Office 
During this session we will review how serious workplace violence is for industry as a whole and then the impact within healthcare 
settings.  We will use several of the resource documents listed at the end of the presentation to identify 5 different occupational health 
care settings and the risk to healthcare and social workers.  From the risks we will define how to create a violence prevention program 
that involves management and the employees working together to evaluate their worksite, to identify risks, come up with strategies to 
either prevent or control the risks and finally the need to incorporate lessons learned into your training program for all employees as part 
of a continuous, ongoing effort.  It is also important to keep records and conduct periodic program evaluations to determine program 
effectiveness.  The goal is to identify weaknesses/good catches and apply solutions in this repetitive process; as you continue to adapt 
policies based on newly understood risks.  We will also discuss available program evaluation/checklist guidelines that may be used as a 
starting point to help identify risk factors, audit your facilities, evaluate existing security measures, facility design, and employee training.  
We will also look at how OSHA views workplace violence in healthcare settings.  And we will end with a discussion on what is on the 
horizon for workplace violence as well as resources that you can use to help strengthen your safety and health programs.

When All the Puzzle Pieces Fit Perfectly: A Successful Mass Casualty Incident
Gigi Taylor, MSN, RN, TCRN, CEN – Trauma Outreach Coordinator, University of Tennessee Medical Center
Deborah Tuggle, RN, CEN - Pediatric Trauma/Injury Prevention Coordinator, University of Tennessee Medical Center
A mass casualty incident (MCI) is an event in which the number of victims overwhelms the resources in both the prehospital and the 
in-hospital environments. This session will review a successful MCI case presentation and highlight how coordination between the 
RMCC and a Level I Trauma Center influenced patient outcomes. Surge contingency plans are vital to ensuring patient flow and efficient 
management of resource consumption without delaying non-trauma services.

Templeton Lecture: Transfusion in Trauma: State of the Art
Donald Jenkins, MD – Professor of Surgery, UT Health San Antonio
Trauma transfusion practices have been changing over the past 5 years with the resurgence of whole blood for shock resuscitation. The 
issues surrounding this change, the challenges and early successes will be discussed.

https://www.atspa.org/conference


FEBRUARY 2020 
OBSERVANCES

Monthly Observances: 

American Heart Month

Weekly or Daily 
Observances: 

 - Feb. 2-8: National Burn  
      Awareness Week

 - Feb. 16-22: Highway Safety        
 Law Awareness Week

ATSPA 2020 CONFERENCE FACULTY 
SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED...
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Friday, April 2
The Effects of Emotional Trauma
Melissa Porrey, NCC, LPC – Mental Health Associate, American Red Cross
For many healthcare professionals, trauma is thought of in the physical sense - as potentially 
life-threatening injuries that impact the body. But, there is also a very important psychological com-
ponent to trauma, and it affects more than the trauma patient. This session will outline the effects of 
emotional trauma by looking at traumatic responses from a whole-person perspective. It will define 

the automatic psychological trauma response and how it protects us and will outline the negative long-term outcomes when this re-
sponse no longer serves us. Participants will learn about the ways psychological trauma can affect healthcare workers and assess their 
own level of burnout. This session will also provide evidence-based interventions that can alleviate the automatic psychological trauma 
response and encourage healthy coping.

Templeton Poster Showcase Lightning Round
Stop the Bleed: Report on a state-wide bleeding control program for the Pennsylvania State Police
Juliet Altenburg, Pennsylvania Trauma Systems Foundation
Early Falls Assessment
Margaret Austin, Geisinger Wyoming Valley Medical Center
The ABC’s of Pediatric Trauma for Prehospital Providers: Collaboration for Improved Patient Outcomes
Amy Bollinger, Penn State Children’s Hospital
Evaluation of One-sided Wound Contact Layer to Treat Skin Tears in the Acute Care Setting
Alicia Sherwood, Tower health Reading Hospital
Effect of Fasting Status on Relative Rick of Pulmonary Aspiration in Acute Care Surgery Patients
Erika Flashburg, Penn Medicine Lancaster General Health
Hospital Bed Size and Annual Trauma Volume: A Potential Predictor for Identifying Future Trauma Centers
Ryan Wan, Penn Medicine Lancaster General Health
The Role of Resource Management on MTP-Related Issues
Tamer Shtayyeh, Penn Medicine Lancaster General Health
Putting a STOP to Distracted Driving and Walking
Sunny Goodyear, Geisinger Holy Spirit
SMART (Senior Management of Agility and Rehab in Trauma) Program for 
Continued Care of Geriatric Patients and Deadliest Room in the House
Kimberly Gorman, Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center

The Management of Pediatric Burns
Paul Glat, MD – Chief of Plastic Surgery and Director of Burn Unit, St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children and Pro-
fessor of Surgery and Pediatrics at Drexel University College of Medicine
Burn care is special and requires great attention to detail, especially for pediatric patients. Dr. Glat will discuss the complete manage-
ment of pediatric burn patients from injury to healing to reconstruction to rehabilitation. Skin substitutes will be described along with 
technology designed to help speed healing and reduce pain. 

Hersperger-Pryor Lecture: Acute Stress: A Normal Response To An Abnormal Event
Richard Kamin, MD, FACEP – EMS Program Director, Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine, University of 
Connecticut Health Center
Through his experience as a physician providing medical support for law enforcement, Dr. Kamin learned first-hand about the symptoms 
of acute stress and how this normal response after a traumatic event differs from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Although he 
was fortunate to have good guidance during this time in his life, Dr. Kamin realized that many who are subjecting themselves to the same 
potential are not well enough informed or resourced properly. Based on these insights, this talk aims to help prepare willing responders 
to be better informed and able to do the job they are called upon to do.

Registration closes March 2. 
Don’t miss out, register NOW!

Click here to register.

https://atspa.wufoo.com/forms/zlxh01p0l47a2x/
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Stay connected with us: 

- January 2: Assisted Safe Kids Dauphin County with a Child Safety Seat Check event at Sutliff VW in Harrisburg.

- January 13-14: Hosted an 8-hour AARP Smart Driver Course in Carlisle.

- January 13: Conducted a site visit at the Magisterial District Office to Disseminate information on the Work Zone Speed Enforcement  
          Pilot Program in Newville and Shippensburg.

- January 15: Conducted the Annual one-day seminar for Driver’s Education Teachers and School Resource Officers in Camp Hill.

- January 16: Gave a Traffic Law Update seminar at AAA Camp Hill.

- January 24: Hosted a periodic meeting of Child Passenger Safety Instructors in Mechanicsburg.

- January 25: Spoke about basic Child Passenger Safety Concepts to PA State Police Cadets in Hershey.

- January 27: Gave a Traffic Law Update to AAA Central Penn in Harrisburg.

A T S P A  J A N U A R Y  U P D A T E S

ATSPA and SCPAHS Staff
Krista Brands, ATSPA Chief Executive Officer 
Allyson Fulton, ATSPA Assistant Director
Kim Nunemaker, ATSPA Educational Program and Event 
Coordinator
Sadie Carns, ATSPA  Communications Coordinator
Matt Frampton, SCPAHS Coordinator
Chris Bendl, SCPAHS Assistant Coordinator
Karen Rowe, SCPAHS Program Specialist

Did you know that February 16-22, 2020 is Highway Safety Law Awareness Week? During this week, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation and Highway Safety Advocates will promote the following five Pennsylvania Traffic Laws.

• Steer Clear Law – If you come upon an incident along the side of the road that involves an emergency responder, please remember to 
Steer Clear. You are required to move at least one lane away from the incidents, if you can safely do so. 

• Automated Work Zone Speed Enforcement (AWZSE) – This program is designed to reduce work zone speeds, change driver 
behavior, and improve work zone safety for workers and motorists. Enforcement starts in March 2020. When a violation is detected, 
the AWZSE system records an image of the license plate, captures vehicle speed, and identifies to whom the vehicle is registered. A 
violation notice is prepared and mailed to the vehicle owner.

• Helmet Laws - Motorcycles: If you operate or ride on a motorcycle (including an autocycle), you must wear protective headgear that 
meets the standards approved by the United States Department of Transportation, unless you are 21 years of age or older and have 
either: two years of riding experience or have completed a motorcycle safety course approved by PennDOT or the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation.

                - Bicycles: Anyone under the age of 12 must wear a helmet when riding a bicycle. This applies to anyone operating 
the bicycle, riding as a passenger, or riding in an attached seat or trailer. Make sure your bicycle helmet meets the standards of the 
American Standards Institute, the American Society for Testing and Materials, and/or the Snell Memorial Foundation’s Standards for 
Protective Headgear for Use in Bicycling.  

• Seat Belt Laws – Drivers and passengers 18 years and older must wear a seat belt when behind the wheel or in the front passenger 
seat. Drivers and passengers under 18 years of age must buckle up anywhere in the vehicle. Studies have shown that in a 30-mph 
crash, an unrestrained adult is thrown with a force of 3 ½ tons — or about the weight of an elephant. 

• School Bus Laws – In Pennsylvania, it is illegal to pass a school bus when its red lights are flashing and stop arm is extended.  You 
are required to stop at least 10 feet away when behind the bus, meeting the bus, or approaching an intersection where a bus is stopped.

For more specific Highway Safety Laws and tips please visit the PennDOT website.

HIGHWAY SAFETY LAW AWARENESS WEEK

https://www.penndot.gov/Pages/default.aspx

