
Every great cause needs a day for people and organizations supporting 

it to rally around. Stop the Bleed is one of the nation’s largest public 

health campaigns and already has many terrific organizations and people 

supporting it in a variety of grass roots ways. National Stop the Bleed Day, 

May 23, 2019, is designed to provide a platform for all advocates to create 

awareness of the campaign and to engage new people and organizations 

to join the cause.

ATSPA has joined National Stop the Bleed Day as a licensee ensuring we 

meet approved training, educational, and equipment standards. Stop 

the Bleed Day is supported by the Department of Defense, the American 

College of Surgeons, the Department of Homeland Security and many 

other organizations across the country.

National Stop the Bleed Day takes place during National Stop the Bleed 

Month. Both support the Stop the Bleed campaign, designed to encourage 

bystanders to become trained, equipped, and empowered to help in a 

bleeding emergency before professional help arrives. Its goal is to save lives 

by training people across the country on how to stop traumatic bleeding.

For further information, and for how you can participate in the many 

programs available, please visit: 

https://nationalstopthebleedday.org/ 

National Stop the Bleed Day is May 23

National Nurses Week Begins May 6

May 2019 Trauma Observances

2019 National Trauma Awareness Month

A Warm Welcome to Kim! 

NATIONAL STOP THE BLEED 
DAY IS MAY 23, 2019

TOP NEWS TOPICS

The Trauma Prevention Publication 

Out of Harm’s Way 

The American Trauma Society, 
Pennsylvania Division (ATSPA) is a non-

profit trauma prevention education
organization dedicated to preventing 

traumatic injury and death throughout 
the Commonwealth. 

For more information visit:
www.atspa.org
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WE THANK ALL NURSES FOR  THEIR 
DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

National Nurses Week begins each year 
on May 6  and ends on May 12, Florence 
Nightingale’s birthday. These permanent 
dates enhance planning and position 
National Nurses Week as an established 
recognition event. 

As of 1998, May 8 was designated as 
National Student Nurses Day, to be 
celebrated annually. And as of 2003, 
National School Nurse Day is celebrated 
on the Wednesday within National 
Nurses Week (May 6-12) each year.

A Brief History of National 
Nurses Week

1953: Dorothy Sutherland of the U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare sent a proposal to President 
Eisenhower to proclaim a “Nurse Day” 
in October of the following year. The 
proclamation was never made.

1954: National Nurse Week was 
observed from October 11 - 16. The year 
of the observance marked the 100th 
anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s 
mission to Crimea. 

1974: In January of that year, the 
International Council of Nurses (ICN) 
proclaimed that May 12 would be 
“International Nurse Day.” (May 12 is 
the birthday of Florence Nightingale.) 
Since 1965, the ICN has celebrated 
“International Nurse Day.”

1974: In February of that year, a week 
was designated by the White House 
as National Nurse Week, and President 
Nixon issued a proclamation. 

1982: In February, the ANA Board of 
Directors formally acknowledged May 6, 
1982 as “National Nurses Day.”  The action 
affirmed a joint resolution of the United 
States Congress designating May 6 as 
“National Recognition Day for Nurses.”

1982: President Ronald Reagan signed a 
proclamation on March 25, proclaiming 
“National Recognition Day for Nurses” to 
be May 6, 1982.

1990: The ANA Board of Directors 
expanded the recognition of nurses to a 
week-long celebration, declaring May 6 - 
12, 1991, as National Nurses Week.

1993: The ANA Board of Directors 
designated May 6 - 12 as permanent 
dates to observe National Nurses Week 
in 1994 and in all subsequent years.

1996: The ANA initiated “National RN 
Recognition Day” on May 6, 1996, 
to honor the nation’s indispensable 
registered nurses for their tireless 
commitment 365 days a year. The ANA 
encourages its state and territorial nurses 
associations and other organizations to 
acknowledge May 6, 1996 as “National 
RN Recognition Day.” 

1997: The ANA Board of Directors, at 
the request of the National Student 
Nurses Association, designated May 8 as 
National Student Nurses Day.

MAY 2019 
OBSERVANCES

Monthly Observances: 

 - Motorcycle Safety Month

 - National Bike Month

 - Trauma Awareness Month

 - National Water Safety Month

 - Mental Health Month

-  Global Youth Traffic Safety Month

Weekly or Daily Observances: 

 - May 8 - Bike to School Day

 -  May 8 to 12 - National Prevention 
Week

 - May 17 - National Bike to Work Day

 -  May 18 to 24 - National Safe Boating 
Week 

 - May 19 to 25 - EMS Week
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2019 NATIONAL TRAUMA AWARENESS MONTH 

“Firearm Injury Prevention: Everyday, Everyone, Everywhere”

Injury and violence prevention have been a core value of the 
American Trauma Society (ATS) since the society was founded. As 
an integral part of the ATS mission, ATS continues to be a national 
leader in preventing death and disability from traumatic injuries. 
These efforts continue to drive the organization’s activities, 
resource development, and advocacy.  

The American Trauma Society was instrumental in having May 
of each year designated as National Trauma Awareness Month 
(NTAM) by President Ronald Reagan and Congress in 1988. 
Since then, ATS has worked with other trauma organizations, 
including the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), Emergency 
Medical Services for Children (EMSC), USSG, SafeKids, National 
Safety Council, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), and the 
Society of Trauma Nurses (STN) to develop injury prevention and 
trauma awareness materials for use by their members in their 
communities. 

Each year, the ATS works with its partners to designate a new 
focus for injury and violence prevention and awareness during 
National Trauma Awareness Month. This year’s focus is Firearm 
Injury Prevention. Deaths and injuries caused by firearms can 
happen in any community, to anyone, and at any time. According 
to the Association of State and Territorial Officials (ASTHO):

• Firearm injury and death claims the lives of eight children 
and 75 adults each day in the U.S.

• Over 39,773 people died as a result of firearm violence in 
2017—one person every 13 minutes.

• That same year, almost two-thirds of all firearm-related 
deaths were suicides.

• Interpersonal violence accounts for approximately one-
eighth of medical care spending on injury in the United 
States.

The ATS recognizes that communities will assess the type of 
firearm injuries and deaths that impact their area and focus their 
prevention efforts in that area. To support these efforts, the Injury 
Prevention Committee of the ATS collaborated with the STN to 
identify five key areas of concern and assembled resources for 
trauma centers, hospitals and their communities to choose from 
as they prepare their own initiatives this May and year-round. 

These five key areas are:

• Firearm Safety Practices

• Hunter Safety

• Urban Violence

• Firearms and Suicide

• Stop the Bleed

As a community of hospital-based injury and violence prevention 
professionals, the ATS understands that to have impact, 
programs need to address all age groups, fit the characteristics 
of the community (urban, suburban or rural), include families 
and their children in school and at play, and connect with the 
behavioral health issues so many face today throughout the 
nation. Firearm injury prevention is not a sole source problem. 

Although the ATS highlights injury and violence prevention 
every May during National Trauma Awareness Month (NTAM), it 
is also a year-round, lifelong effort. Please join the ATS and the 
American Trauma Society, PA Division, this year as we work to 
reduce firearm injury-related death and disability. 

For more information, please visit: 2019 National Trauma 
Awareneess Month



2 Flowers Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
Email: jburkhart@atspa.org, Web: www.atspa.org

© All rights reserved by The American Trauma Society, PA Division.

Stay connected with us: 

-  The 2019 ATSPA 33rd Annual Conference was held on April 23 & 24, 2019 at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center. Over 240 attendees 
participated in the conference for a dynamic line-up of amazing speakers.  Thank you to all who attended! 

-  South Central PA Highway Safety (SCPAHS) held the 2019 Annual Teen Safe Driving Competition on April 16, 2019 at the Capital Area 
Intermediate Unit. 

-  SCPAHS and ATSPA is grateful for a $10,000 donation on April 16 from State Farm agents Chris Loeffert and Seth Gardner.  The proceeds were 
able to be used to sponsor the Teen Safe Driving Competition on April 16 above. 

-  Through its membership with the American Trauma Society, PA Division, Geisinger Community Medical Center was provided with Stop the 
Bleed kits from the ATSPA. Geisinger and its EMS volunteers in the region provided Elk Lake School District’s Elementary Center with training 
on April 4 and given the life saving equipment.

-  The ATS / ATSPA welcomes a new Trauma Survivors Network site - Geisinger Community Medical Center - in Scranton, Pennsylvania on April 1, 
2019.

-  On April 1, the State Senate unanimously approved legislation sponsored by Senator Tom Killion (R-9) that is intended to save lives by 
providing immunity to individuals who attempt to rescue children who have been left unattended in hot cars. Killion said Senate Bill 49 is 
named in memory of the 49 children who died last year from vehicular heatstroke.  It would extend current “Good Samaritan” laws to a person 
who breaks a window or forcibly enter a parked and locked vehicle to save an unattended child’s life. Senate Bill 49 now goes to the House of 
Representatives for consideration. 

    Krista Brands, CEO of the American Trauma Society, Pennsylvania Division (ATSPA) was quoted in a number of publications throughout the 
Commonwealth, stating, “As an organization with a passion for the well-being and safety of all Pennsylvanians, especially children who are 
more vulnerable and often the unfortunate victims of trauma, we strongly encourage state-wide prevention efforts that will decrease the 
number of child heatstroke deaths.” 

A T S P A  A P R I L  U P D A T E S

ATSPA welcomed Kim Nunemaker as the Educational Program and Events Coordinator on 

April 15. She is an experienced educator and has worked with the Harrisburg Academy for 

20 years.  

Kim graduated from Millersville University with her BS in Elementary Education. She  lives 

in the area with her husband and three children. 

Reach out to Kim and welcome her to the team! She can be reached at knunemaker@

atspa.org or 717-766-1616, extension 109. 

A WARM WELCOME TO KIM!


