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The American Trauma Society, Pennsylvania Division (ATSPA) is a non-profit trauma prevention education 
organization dedicated to reducing the suffering, disability and death caused by trauma throughout the Commonwealth. 

Stay connected with us: 

ATSPA 2019 Conference Registration Now Open!

Tuesday, April 23rd and Wednesday, April 24th 
Hershey Lodge and Convention Center

Registration for the 2019 ATSPA Conference, “Prepare. Prevent. Provide.” is now 
open!  The 2019 conference will be held at the Hershey Lodge and Convention 
Center on April 23rd and 24th.  Starting with the 2019 conference, registration will 
be based on individual ATS/ATSPA membership status.  If you have any questions on 
your membership status, contact Allyson at afulton@atspa.org.

Click here to register for the ATSPA 2019 conference!

Online registration will be available until Friday, March 29, 2019.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Sponsorship Opportunity: Receive recognition and exposure for your organization 
in return for your contribution to trauma prevention.  Multiple levels of sponsorship 
are available for 2019!

Award Information: ATSPA is pleased to offer five awards to be presented at 
the Recognition Awards Luncheon on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 in Hershey, PA.  
Nominations must be received no later than January 25, 2019. 

Exhibitor Opportunity: Network with over 200 physicians, nurses, first responders, 
trauma social workers and student attendees from various parts of the state.  
Exhibitor rate includes all conference sessions, meals, and continuing education 
credits for two exhibit representatives. 

Click here for all information on the ATSPA 2019 Conference.

Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on all the things we are thankful for.  At ATSPA, 
we're thankful for our members, our ATSPA team, and the great things they do to 
continue to serve the community.  

Happy Thanksgiving From ATSPA!

mailto:afulton%40atspa.org?subject=
https://atspa.wufoo.com/forms/2019-atspa-conference-registration/
https://www.atspa.org/conference


Hunting Safety Tips – Make Safety the #1 Priority
Hunting season is right around the corner, but while you’re scoping your deer, ensure 
that safety is always the #1 priority.  According to the Pennsylvania Game Commission, 
the number of hunting-related shooting incidents (HRSI: an occurrence when a person 
is injured as a result of the discharge of a sporting arm while hunting or trapping) is 
noticeably declining.  A majority of these incidents fall into two categories: failure to 
positively identify the target before shooting and failure to maintain a safe zone-of-fire.

When using a firearm, think SMART and be sure to follow these five primary safety rules.
S – Safe Direction: Keep your firearm pointed in a safe direction at all times.
M – Make sure: Positively identify your target.
A – Always check: Know what’s beyond your target before shooting.
R – Respect firearms: Treat all firearms as if they are loaded.
T – Trigger caution: Don’t touch the trigger until you are ready to shoot.

For more hunting safety tips, visit the Pennsylvania Game Commission website.

Did you know… The ATSPA offers educational materials on hunting and gun safety? Visit our website at  
www.atspa.org for more information!

According to The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), during the 2016 Thanksgiving 
weekend (6PM Wednesday, November 23 to 5:59AM 
Monday, November 28), 341 people were killed in motor 
vehicle crashes nationwide.  55 percent of Thanksgiving 
weekend crashes occurred at night and because it is one 
of the busiest travel times of the year, more people on the 
roadways means the potential for more vehicle crashes.

South Central PA Highway Safety (SCPAHS) provides the 
following tips to ensure you’re safe this Thanksgiving travel season:

- Always buckle up. NHTSA estimates that proper seat belt use reduces the risk of fatal injury to front seat   
 passengers by 45 percent.  
- Be alert and give the road your full attention. Don't drive distracted!
- Slow down.  Always observe the posted speed limits.  Driving too fast increases the likelihood of a crash.
For more info, visit www.scpahs.org.

The night before Thanksgiving is commonly referred to as “Thanksgiving Eve”, an evening associated with 
drinking.  According to NHTSA, from 2012-2016, over 800 people died in alcohol-impaired-driving crashes during 
the Thanksgiving holiday period, making it the deadliest holiday on our roads.  Keep Thanksgiving safe – if you’re 
attending parties or gatherings and plan to drink, be sure you have a designated driver or another way home. Just 
Drive, Safe and Sober.

Off To Grandma's!

Through grant funding, the ATSPA is pleased to offer Advanced Burn Life Support (ABLS) classes to member 
hospitals and member EMS groups!  This eight-hour class provides knowledge for immediate care of the burn 
patient up to the first 24-hours post injury.  The class also provides emergency and mass casualty incident 
preparedness focusing on triage, burn survivability, prioritizing transport of patients and patient treatment.  

If you are a member hospital or EMS group and are interested in coordinating an ABLS class at your location, please 
complete this form or contact burn@atspa.org with any questions.

ATSPA ABLS Classes Available to Members!

Image courtesy of NHTSA

https://www.pgc.pa.gov/HuntTrap/Hunter-TrapperEducation/Pages/SafeHuntingTips.aspx
http://www.atspa.org
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/seat-belts/buckle/thanksgiving-holiday-travel
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/seat-belts/buckle/thanksgiving-holiday-travel
https://www.scpahs.org/
https://atspa.wufoo.com/forms/zbrf20v0zdvx0d/
mailto:burn%40atspa.org?subject=


Preparation is key as winter weather can bring unexpected conditions, including ice and snow. Prior to the winter 
weather season, ensure that an auto mechanic checks your brakes, battery, hoses and belts. Individuals should also 
ensure that their fluid levels are full, their windshield wipers don’t streak, the heater and defroster work properly and 
all lights are working.

If you live in an area prone to heavy snow, you may want to use dedicated snow 
tires on your vehicle or carry a set of tire chains.

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) recommends 
packing a winter emergency kit in your vehicle any time you travel.

Items may include:
 - Flashlight and batteries  - Cell phone and charger
 - Battery-operated radio   - Snow shovel
 - Jumper cables    - First aid supplies
 - Blanket

For the complete list of emergency items, visit the PennDOT website. 

Winter Is Coming...

As the weather begins to turn cold, individuals look towards portable space heaters as a way to heat their homes.  
However, according to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), space heaters, whether portable or stationary, 
accounted for just over two of every five (43%) home heating fires and four out of five (85%) home heating fire deaths 
from 2011-2015.  Electric space heaters can be oil or water-filled radiators, fan-forced heaters, ceramic heaters, or 
infrared heaters.  

If you’re choosing to use electric space heaters as your way to keep warm this winter, be sure to purchase a heater 
with the seal of an independent testing laboratory.  Place the heater on a solid, flat surface, at least three feet away 
from anything that can burn, including people. The heater should be kept out of the way of foot traffic and should 
never be placed blocking an exit.  Plug the heater directly into the wall outlet and never use an extension cord.  Ensure 
your space heater is off and unplugged when you leave the room or go to bed.

For more electric portable space heater safety, visit the NFPA website.

Space Heater Safety

Sunday, November 11th is Veterans Day, a day to honor our military veterans.  Take the time today (and everyday!) 
to thank a veteran for their service.  

The ATSPA office will be closed Monday, November 12th in honor of Veterans Day.

Thank You, Veterans!

https://www.penndot.gov/TravelInPA/Winter/Pages/Winter-Preparation.aspx
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Top-causes-of-fire/Heating
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-sheets/PortableHeaterSafety.ashx?la=en
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We welcome ideas for future “Out of Harm’s Way” issues. Contact Danielle Adams, ATSPA Communications  
Coordinator, at dadams@atspa.org with your suggestions.

6 Steps to Prevent A Fall: Every 11 seconds, an older adult is treated in an Emergency Department for a fall.  Use 
this rack card to prevent falls in your home.

Jump to Safety (trampoline safety) Rack Card: The Jump to Safety Rack Card outlines safety tips if your children 
are using trampolines.

Suicide: What You Need To Know... Infographic: Suicide affects all ages, races, genders, sexuality, denominations, 
incomes and educational levels.  Use this infograph to learn what you need to know about suicide prevention.

Click here to view all available ATSPA materials.

New ATSPA Materials Available!

- Cumberland Valley "Agventure Day"
- Walk to School Day - Steelton Highspire Elementary School
- Pennsylvania Suicide Prevention And Awareness Day At The Capitol
- Good Day PA! Television Appearance - National School Bus Safety Week
- CarFit Event - Dauphin County
- Car Seat Safety (CSS) Check Event - Mont Alto
- Car Seat Safety (CSS) Check Event - Camp Hill
- Car Seat Safety (CSS) School Vehicles Presentation - Cumberland Valley School District 
- Child Passenger Safety (CPS) Update/Refresher
- School Bus Safety Day at The Children's Garden Daycare Center
- Child Passenger Safety (CPS) Renewal Course
- Teen Safe Driving Presentation - Camp Hill High School
- Child Safety Seat Check Event - AAA
- Representative Todd Stephens' Senior Fair - Montgomeryville 
- PACHC Annual Conference
- Pennsylvania Trauma Systems Foundation conference

ATSPA October Update

Thanksgiving Cooking Safety Tips
According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), Thanksgiving is the leading day for home fires involving 
cooking equipment, three times the average number. While the kitchen becomes the heart of the home on 
Thanksgiving, safety in the kitchen should always remain the number one priority.

Use the following tips from the NFPA to ensure your safety on Thanksgiving and every day:
 
 Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop so you can keep an eye on the food.
 Stay in the home when cooking your turkey and check on it frequently.
 Keep children away from the stove. The stove will be hot and kids should stay 3 feet away.
 Keep the floors clear so you don’t trip over kids, toys, pocketbooks or bags.
 Keep knives out of the reach of children.
 Make sure your smoke alarms are working. 

mailto:dadams%40atspa.org?subject=
https://www.atspa.org/atspa-materials
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Seasonal-fires/Thanksgiving-safety

